Intimate partner violence can occur between opposite or same sex couples, couples who are married, co-habitating, dating, or who dated previously. It includes verbal, emotional, economic, physical and sexual violence. It is not uncommon for people to misinterpret or ignore the "red flags," especially at the beginning of a relationship, thinking that they are actually signs that their partner really cares about them or that their partner will change. If your partner does any of these things, you may be in an abusive relationship. There are a variety of services available to help you, even if all you want to do right now is talk. You can start by calling the TCSO Family Violence Unit at 854-4393, SafePlace at 267-7233, or any of the resources listed at the end of this section.
Impact of Family Violence on Children
Children who are exposed to family violence, either by seeing/hearing it, or witnessing the aftermath (destroyed property, marks or bruises on their caretaker), may experience a variety of feelings: guilt, anger, helplessness, sadness, and fear. Some behaviors you may observe in your child include irritability, clinginess, aggression, withdrawal, nightmares, changes in sleeping patterns, or school problems. Some children will not show any obvious signs that they are affected by the violence, but they still need support and reassurance that the violence is not their fault.
If you suspect that abuse or neglect of a child, elderly, or disabled person may be occurring you are required by law to notify Child/Adult Protective Services at 1-800-252-5400 or your local law enforcement agency. If you need to reach a specific Travis County CPS caseworker call (512) 854-3195.
If You Make a Police Report about Family or Partner Violence:
There are several possible outcomes of reporting abuse to law enforcement:
• The offender may be arrested and face prosecution • a warrant may be issued for his/her arrest • or he/she may be asked to leave the residence If no arrest is made at the time of the incident, a detective may be assigned to investigate the situation further. If an arrest is made, there may be an Emergency Protective Order issued at the request of the victim or on behalf of the victim.
Confidentiality of Identifying Information of Family Violence Victims
A victim may choose a pseudonym to be used instead of his or her legal name to designate the victim in all public files and records concerning the offense, including police summary reports, press releases, and records of judicial proceedings. A victim who elects to use a pseudonym must complete a pseudonym form and provide it to the law enforcement agency investigating the offense. Forms are available through the OAG or law enforcement. 
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